
 
 

  
Over 120 Grassroots Organizations Oppose H.R.2250/2681 
Bills rollback Clean Air Act protections for toxic air emissions 

 
 
 
October 5, 2011 
 
 
Dear Member of Congress, 
 
We, the undersigned, oppose efforts by Congress to exempt hundreds of thousands of air 
pollution sources from the Clean Air Act and to exempt facilities incinerating waste from the 
current emission limits in the Clean Air Act. H.R. 2250 and H.R. 2681 would outright exempt 
boilers, process heaters, and industrial waste incinerators from any requirements to reduce, 
monitor, or report their air pollution. S. 1392 would do the same damage. Such a sweeping 
exemption is unprecedented in the history of the Clean Air Act.  
 
H.R. 2250/S.1392 would exempt facilities choosing to incinerate plastics, tires, solvents, 
chemicals and other industrial wastes from the current requirements in the Clean Air Act. 
Congress was so concerned in 1990 about the hazards of burning waste that it created a special 
section in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 that requires protective standards for 
controlling, monitoring, and reporting emissions to be in place whenever waste is burned. These 
bills would waive those standards for any source that is not considered a major source. The bills 
would exempt many large polluters – including chemical plants and power plants that burn tires, 
plastics and other wastes – from any requirement to control, monitor, or report their toxic 
emissions. Even worse, they would encourage the uncontrolled burning of wastes in smaller 
sources operating near our homes and schools. For instance, boilers in nursing homes could 
incinerate tires to create heat. Apartment buildings could incinerate spent solvents. Daycare 
centers and schools could incinerate plastics to generate electricity and heat. The perverse 
outcome of these bills would be that industrial waste would flow from facilities which have had 
to make large investments in their air pollution control technology to reduce their emissions, to 
small uncontrolled sources which will be virtually unregulated and invisible to the local 
communities affected by their toxic emissions.  
 



 
 

As well, H.R. 2681 would eliminate the pollutant limits that EPA recently created, under the 
authority of the Clean Air Act, to control the toxic emissions from cement plants. Cement plants 
are among the worst industrial polluters in America (many burn tires and other wastes, greatly 
increasing their toxic emissions). Their toxic emissions include arsenic, chromium, lead, 
mercury, and dioxins, which cause cancer and birth defects and developmental damage in 
children. EPA’s limits on cement plant pollution will reduce cement plants’ emissions of all of 
these toxic pollutants as well as their emissions of fine particulate matter. Fine particle pollution 
causes thousands of premature deaths annually. By allowing an increase in the amounts of toxic 
air pollutants and fine particles that cement plants emit, H.R. 2681 would literally kill and sicken 
thousands of Americans every year. Under the Clean Air Act, all incinerators and all major 
sources of hazardous air pollutants (such as cement plants, industrial boilers, chemical plants, 
pulp mills , refineries and the like) are required by the Act to reduce their pollution to levels 
which are already being achieved by the best performing sources in the industry. The 
amendments to the Clean Air Act of 1990 were passed by Congress and signed by President 
Bush only after 20 years of the failure of the original Act to produce any pollution reductions at 
industrial sources, even the reductions that could be achieved with off-the-shelf control 
technologies. The Act was not foreseen as a way to force sources into the space age, but only as 
a way to make the worst polluters clean up at last, by mandating that all sources clean up at least 
to the level already being achieved by the cleanest similar sources in their industry.  
 
Today, the on-the-ground reality is that, for any given industry class, some individual sources of 
air pollution within that class are controlled better than others. These individual sources have 
been forced by local governmental authorities to make investments in pollution control 
technologies which greatly reduce their toxic emissions, and consequently, the resulting health 
effects from those toxic releases. The Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 were designed to (1) 
level the playing field among all competitors in an industrial class so that all the sources would 
meet a minimum standard of pollution control that was federally enforceable, and (2) grant badly 
needed and long overdue pollution relief to communities who were hosting incinerators and large 
industrial polluters. The intent of the Act was that all communities affected by this pollution 
would benefit from the pollution reductions readily available from the use of off-the-shelf air 
pollution control technologies.  
 
Just as, at the turn of the 19th century, some residents in America could not own property, today 
some residents in America have industrial sources of air pollution which are virtually unfettered 
in their ability to emit vast quantities of hazardous air pollutants into their communities. Just as, 
at the turn of the 20th century, some residents in America had voting rights and some did not, 
today some communities in America are protected from the dangers of air pollution by strictly 
written federal permits which are enforceable by people directly affected by the pollution being 
emitted … and some are not.  
 
If H.R. 2250, H.R. 2681, or S. 1392 are passed, they will exempt incinerators and large industrial 
polluters from the Clean Air Act. They will leave the communities that host these polluters 
vulnerable to uncontrolled toxic pollution, unable to learn the identity or quantity of toxic 
chemicals to which they are exposed, and unable to hold polluters accountable. Local first 
responders will also be left in the dark and unable to fully protect nearby community residents 
should spills, explosions or other accidents occur at these facilities.  



 
 

 
On the other hand, implementing and enforcing pollution limits for incinerators, cement 
plants, and large industrial polluters will prevent up to 9,000 premature deaths each year 
from particulate matter. Overall, the economic benefits to the American public from these 
pollution reductions are worth between $28.7 and $72 billion each year. That estimate does not 
include the positive health impacts or monetary benefits of reducing toxic pollutants emitted by 
industrial boilers and cement plants – such as mercury, chromium, and lead – even though these 
chemicals cause cancer, birth defects, developmental damage in infants and children, and other 
serious health effects. Industry groups claim that incinerating waste is actually an environmental 
solution, as it will help reduce our dependence on fossil fuels. Efforts to reduce our consumption 
of fossil fuels can’t fill our air with toxic chemicals and be called a solution to anything. 
Addressing one environmental problem by creating another one is just not sound policy-making.  
We are asking members of Congress to stand with us and create the health protections our 
communities desperately need, not undermine those protections. If H.R. 2250 and H.R. 2681 
pass facilities seeking to increase their profits can choose to incinerate wastes without pollution 
controls, but we cannot choose whether or not to breathe. All Americans deserve to live and raise 
their families in communities where breathing the air will not kill them or damage their health. 
All Americans deserve to be protected equally by our nation’s laws—including the Clean 
Air Act.  
 
Please stand with us and vote NO on H.R. 2250 and H.R. 2681 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jane Williams 
Executive Director 
California Communities Against Toxics 
Rosamond, California  
 
 

Alaska 
 
Pamela Miller 
Executive Director 
Alaska Community Action on Toxics 
Anchorage, Alaska 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arizona 
 
Stephen M. Brittle 
President 
Don't Waste Arizona 
Phoenix, Arizona 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

California 
 
Mitzi Shpak 
Executive Director 
Action Now  
No. Hollywood, California 
 
Andrew Behar 
CEO 
As You Sow 
San Francisco, California 
 
Rosina Roibal 
Program Coordinator 

Bay Area Environmental Health 
Collaborative 
 
Anne Katten 
Pesticide and Work Safety Project Director 
California Rural Legal Assistance 
Foundation 
Sacramento, California 
 
Robina Suwol 
Founder & Executive Director 
California Safe Schools 
Los Angeles, California 
 

Brent Newell 
General Counsel 
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment 
San Francisco, California 
 
Angela Johnson Meszaros 
Moderator 
Clean Air Matters 
South Pasadena, California 
 
Joseph K. Lyou, Ph.D. 
President & CEO 
Coalition for Clean Air 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Jesse Marquez 
Executive Director 
Coalition for a Safe Environment 
Wilmington, California 
 
Luis Olmedo 
Executive Director  
Comite Civico del Valle, Inc. 
Brawley, California 
 
 
Bill Gallegos 
Executive Director 
Communities for a Better Environment 
Huntington Park, California 
 
 

Cynthia Babich 
Founder & Executive Director 
Del Amo Action Committee 
Torrance, California  
 
Gretchen Brewer 
Executive Director 
Earth Circle  
Berkeley, California 
 
Angelo Logan 
Co-Executive Director 
East Yard Communities for Environmental 
Justice 
Commerce, California 
 
Antoinette Stein  
Executive Director 
EPP-LCA.org 
Berkeley, California 
 
Monica Wilson 
US Program Director 
GAIA (Global Alliance for Incinerator 
Alternatives)  
Berkeley, California 
 
Denny Larson 
Executive Director 
Global Community Monitor 
El Cerrito, California 
 



 
 

Bradley Angel 
Executive Director 
Greenaction for Health and Environmental 
Justice  
San Francisco, California 
 
Arlene Blum PhD 
Executive Director,  
Green Science Policy Institute 
Berkeley, California 
 
Rachel Lincoln Sarnoff 
Executive Director/CEO 
Healthy Child Healthy World 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Kevin D. Hamilton, BS, RRT, RCP 
Deputy Chief of Programs 
Medical Advocates for Healthy Air  
Fresno, California 
 
John Harrison 
Environmental Justice Project Coordinator 
People's Community Organization for 
Reform and Empowerment 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Martha Arguello 
Executive Director 
Physicians for Social Responsibility –L A 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Mike Costa 
Our Children's Earth Foundation  
San Francisco, California 
 
Colleen Callahan 
Resident 
Santa Monica, California 
 
Gale Filter, Executive Director 
San Diego Coastkeeper 
San Diego, California 
 
 
 

Shabaka Heru 
Executive Director 
Society for Positive Action 
Athens Park, California 
 
Rey Leon 
Executive Director 
Valley LEAP 
Fresno, California 
 
Janice Schroeder 
Core member 
West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and 
Safe Jobs 
Berkeley, California  
 
Margaret Gordon 
Co-Director 
West Oakland Environmental Indicator 
Project 
Oakland, California  
                                      
Bill Gallegos 
Executive Director 
Communities for a Better Environment 
Huntington Park, California 
 
Marie Harrison 
Environmental Justice Air Quality Coalition  
San Francisco, California 
 
Rosina Roibal 
Program Coordinator 
Bay Area Environmental Health 
Collaborative 
San Francisco, California 
 
Mari Rose Taruc  
State Organizing Director 
APEN (Asian Pacific Environmental 
Network) 
Oakland, California 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Colorado 
 
Cathy Tintinger 
Co-Founder 
Colorado Fourteeners Against CCW 
Lamar, Colorado 
 
Gina B. Hardin  
Law Office of Gina B. Hardin, LLC  
Denver, Colorado 
 
Connecticut 
 
Tom Colligan 
Interim Executive Director 
CT Coalition for Environmental Justice 
Hartford, Connecticut 
 
Delaware 
 
Amy Roe 
Citizen 
Newark, Delaware 
 
Sanjay Gopal 
Center for Energy and Environmental Policy 
University of Delaware 
Newark, Delaware 
 
Florida 
 
Bernard Windham 
President  
DAMS International 
Tallahassee, Florida 
 
Jeannie Economos 
Pesticide Safety and 
Environmental Health Project Coordinator 
Farmworker Association of Florida 
Apopka, Florida 
 
 
 
 
 

Georgia 
 
Sydney Bacchus 
Hydroecologist 
AES 
Athens, Georgia 

Shirley Jones 
Treasurer 
Citizens for Healthy and Safe Environment 
(CHASE) 
Lithonia, Georgia 

Katherine Helms Cummings  
Executive Director  
Fall-line Alliance for a Clean Environment 
(FACE)  
Sandersville, Georgia 
 
Hawaii 
 
Marti Townsend 
Acting Director 
The Hawaiian-Environmental Alliance 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 
 
Illinois 
 
Ellen Rendulich  
Director 
Citizens Against Ruining the Environment 
C.A.R.E. 
Lockport, Illinois 
 
Kimberly Wasserman Nieto 
Executive Director 
Little Village Environmental Justice 
Organization 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Indiana  
 
Jesse Kharbanda 
Executive Director 
Hoosier Environmental Council 
Indianapolis, Indiana 



 
 

 
Don Mottley 
Spokesperson 
Save Our Rivers 
Boonville, Indiana 
 
Nicole Barker 
Executive Director 
Save the Dunes 
Michigan City, Indiana 
 
John Blair 
President 
Valley Watch, Inc. 
Evansville, Indiana 
 
Kansas 
 
Scott Allegrucci 
Executive Director 
Great Plains Alliance for Clean Energy 
Topeka, Kansas 
 
Kentucky 
 
Deborah Payne 
Energy and Health Coordinator 
Kentucky Environmental Foundation 
Berea, Kentucky 
 
Elizabeth Crowe 
Director 
Kentucky Environmental Foundation 
Berea, Kentucky 
 
Maryland 
 
Ford Schumann 
President 
Infinity Recycling, Inc 
Chestertown, Maryland 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry S. Cole, Ph.D.  
President, Henry S. Cole & Associates, Inc.,  
Publisher Ekos-Squared Blog & News 
Source 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 
 
Louisiana 
 
Wilma Subra 
President 
Subra Company 
New Iberia, Louisiana 
 
Massachusetts 
 
Michaelann Bewsee  
Executive Director 
Arise for Social Justice 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
 
Dr. Tom Neilson 
Executive Committee 
Concerned Citizens of Franklin County 
Greenfield, Massachusetts 
 
Jana S. Chicoine 
Spokesperson 
Concerned Citizens of Russell 
Russell, Massachusetts 
 
Nikhil Aziz  
Executive Director 
Grassroots International  
Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Gary Cohen 
President and Co-Founder 
Health Care Without Harm 
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts 
 
Michigan 
 
Sheila Crowell 
Advocate 
48210 Neighborhood Association 
Detroit, Michigan  



 
 

 
William and Heather  
Crowell Residents   
48210 Neighborhood Associations 
Detroit, Michigan  
 
Kim Sommerville 
Sergeant of Arms-Executive Board 
Congress of Communities 
Maark Twain School 
Detroit, Michigan 
 
Guy Williams 
President/CEO 
Detroiters Working for Environmental 
Justice 
Detroit, Michigan 
 
Sandra Yu 
Program Manager, Build Up Detroit 
Detroiters Working for Environmental 
Justice 
Detroit, Michigan 
 
Alisha Deen-Steindler 
Policy Coordinator 
East Michigan Environmental Action 
Council (EMEAC) 
Detroit, Michigan 
 
Tracey Easthope, MPH 
Director  
Environmental Health Project 
Ecology Center 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
 
Nehal A. Patel 
Professor 
University of Michigan-Dearborn 
Dearborn, Michigan 
 
Patrick Geans-Ali 
Communications/ReMedia Coordinator 
East Michigan Environmental Action 
Council (EMEAC) 
Detroit, Michigan 

 
Gloria Rivera  
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit 
Detroit, Michigan 
 
Joan Gulajski  
Livernios Michigan Ave Council  
Detroit, Michigan 
 
Margaret Weber 
Convener 
Zero Waste Detroit 
Detroit, Michigan 
 
Minnesota 
 
Tessa Hill 
President 
Kids for Saving Earth 
North Branch, Minnesota 
 
Nancy Hone 
Founder & Coordinator  
Neighbors Against the Burner 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
Mississippi 
 
Dr. Charlotte L. Keys  
Founder & Executive Director  
Jesus People Against Pollution 
Columbia, Mississippi 
 
Missouri 
 
Linda Graff 
Concerned Citizens of Perryville 
Perryville, Missouri 
 
Patricia Schuba  
President 
Labadie Environmental Organization 
Labadie, Missouri 
 
 
 



 
 

New York 
 
Paul Connett, PhD 
Director  
American Environmental Health Studies 
Project (AEHSP)  
Canton, New York  
 
Barbara Warren 
Executive Director 
Citizens' Environmental Coalition 
Albany, New York 
 
Diane Hofner 
Co-Founder 
Crop Plus 
Concerned Residents of Portland, New York  
 
Judy Braiman, President 
Empire State Consumer Project, Inc. 
Rochester, New York  
 
Ross Gould 
Air & Energy Program Director 
Environmental Advocates of New York 
Albany, New York 
 
Jim Travers 
Southern Albany County Reporting 
Environmental Dangers (Sacred Lands) 
Ravena, New York 
 
Debra Hall 
Founder 
Hopewell Junction Citizens for Clean Water 
Hopewell Junction, New York 
 
Diane Hofner 
People Like Us 
Mayville, New York 
 
Jim Travers 
Selkirk, Coeymans, Ravena Against 
Pollution (SCRAP) 
Ravena, New York 
 

North Carolina 
 
Therese Vick 
Community Organizer 
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
June Blotnick 
Executive Director 
Clean Air Carolina 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
 
George Santucci 
Executive Director 
National Committee for the New River 
West Jefferson, North Carolina 
 
Terry Thirion 
Volunteer 
Sierra Club Member 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
 
Ohio 
 
Angel Arroyo 
Environmental Planner 
Citizen 
Columbus, Ohio 
 
Oklahoma 
 
Susan Holmes 
B.E. Cause 
Bokoshe, Oklahoma 
 
RoseMary Crawford 
Project Director 
Center for Energy Matters 
Edmond, Oklahoma 
 
Oregon 
 
Kathy Ging 
Amethyst Realty LLC Town  
Eugene, Oregon 
 



 
 

 
Joanne Skirving 
Board Secretary 
Rachel's Friends Breast Cancer Coalition 
Portland, Oregon 

Bob Palzer, PhD Co-Founder/Steering 
Committee Chair  
Rogue Valley Citizens For Clean Air 
Medford, Oregon 
 
Pennsylvania 
 
Roni Kampmeyer 
Little Blue Regional Action Group 
Citizens Against Coal Ash 
Georgetown, Pennsylvania  
 
Randi Peters 
Eugene Peters 
Kaj Swenson 
Virginia Jenkins 
Editor & Publisher 
Natural Horse Magazine 
Leesport, Pennsylvania 
 
DelCo Alliance for Environmental Justice 
Chester, Pennsylvania 
 
Mike Ewall 
Founder/Director  
Energy Justice Network 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
 
Cathy Lodge 
Co-Founder 
Residents Against the Power Plant (RAPP) 
Bulger, Pennsylvania 
 
Texas 
 
Matthew S. Tejada, PhD 
Executive Director 
Air Alliance Houston 
Houston, Texas 
 

 
Hilton Kelley 
Executive Director and Founder 
Community In-power and Development 
Association Inc. 
Chair of Region 6 Health Equity Council 
National Partnership for Action to End 
Health Disparities 
National Environmental Justice Advisory 
Council to EPA 
Port Arthur, Texas 
 
Vicky Prater  
COPPS FOR CLEAN AIR Navarro County  
Corsicana, Texas 
Barbara Lawrence  
President 
Freestone County COPPS For Clean Air 
Fairfield, Texas 
 
Jim Schermbeck 
Director 
Downwinders at Risk  
Dallas-Ft. Worth, Texas 
 
Travis Brown 
President 
Neighbors for Neighbors 
Lexington, Texas 
 
Karla Land 
North Channel Citizens for Clean Air 
Channelview, Texas 
 
Robin Schneider 
Director 
Texas Campaign for the Environment with 
offices in Austin  
Dallas and Houston, Texas 
 
Virginia 
 
Vernon F. Kelley 
Chair 
Concerned Citizens of Giles County 
Giles County, Virginia 



 
 

 
Washington 
 
Steven G. Gilbert, PhD, DABT 
INND (Institute of Neurotoxicology & 
Neurological Disorders) 
Seattle, Washington 
 
Bob Lynette 
Co-Chair  
North Olympic Group of the Sierra Club 
Carlsborg, Washington 
 
Elaine Bailey 
Vice President 
PT AirWatchers 
Port Townsend, Washington 
 
Pat Rasmussen 
Coordinator 
World Temperate Rainforest Network 
Olympia, Washington 
 
West Virginia 
 
Janet Keating 
Executive Director 
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 
Huntington, West Virginia 
 
Wisconsin 
 
Eric Uram 
Safe Minds 
Executive Director 
Madison, Wisconsin 
 
International/Non-state 
 
Ruth Santiago, JD, LLM 
Salinas, Puerto Rico 
 
Lynn Thorp 
National Campaigns Coordinator 
Clean Water Action 
Washington, DC  

 
Kerry Meydam 
Durham Environment Watch 
Ontario, Canada 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


