Transparency: Protecting Carbon Price Safeguards & Preventing Misinformation
Two items this week focus on the role of transparency in creating strong energy and climate legislation.  First, transparency in the carbon market is one of the tools crucial to safeguarding reasonable carbon prices, preventing abuses, and reaching our climate protection objectives.  By effectively regulating the carbon market and simultaneously ensuring a firm cap on emissions, we can reach the rewards of our clean technology investments and avoid the worst climate change impacts.  The tools necessary to achieve these goals include: 

· Don’t bust the cap: protect the limit on total carbon pollution over time

· Don’t encourage risky investments: avoid the subsidies for high-carbon investments that a “safety valve” or “price collar” creates

· Do prevent market manipulation: build the regulatory safeguards, including transparency, that prevent market abuses

· Do build in price protections that safeguard the cap: create a strategic allowance reserve that will aid the market to avoid or end price spikes.

Transparency also contributes to assessing the misinformation surrounding the proposed clean energy and climate legislation.  A recent ACCF/NAM analysis of H.R. 2454 relies on unrealistic assumptions to determine its findings and misrepresents the impacts of the bill.  The report was also written by SAIC, a massive government contracting firm with shady ties and a history of mismanagement, adding to the mystery of whether the report is a true representation of the bill or a political ploy by those standing in the way of a clean energy future.
Recent government reports have shown that the House-passed bill will cost American families no more than a postage-stamp a day.  Congress can and should pass comprehensive climate and energy legislation this year. 
