FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 7, 2009

Greenpeace applauds Obama EPA's ruling

Environmental group unveils huge banner at White House formed by 50,000 signatures
calling for climate leadership from President Obama

After years of industry opposition, President Obama's Environmental Protection Agency
ruling today sets the stage for strong federal action to address climate change, and sends
an important signal as the UN Climate Summit in Copenhagen begins that the President
can act regardless of congressional inaction to seriously cut greenhouse gasses.

"Today the Obama EPA made a bold move to confront corporate polluters by regulating
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act. Greenpeace knows
the polluters will fight back hard as they have tried to stop this day from happening for
over a decade. This fight will identify the true nature of the opposition to climate action
and test the meddle of the Obama team," said Kert Davies, Research Director for
Greenpeace USA. "Now we need the President to make up for lost time."

During the EPA announcement today, Greenpeace activists unveiled a huge banner in
front of the White House that displayed an image of Obama and the message "Lead. Save
the Climate!". Obama's image was formed with the names of over 50,000 Americans
who have signed a Greenpeace petition calling for leadership from President Obama to
solve global warming.

“The ruling underscores the critical role the EPA can and must play in the effort to avert
catastrophic climate change," said Kyle Ash, Senior Legislative Representative of
Greenpeace USA in Copenhagen, "The President can move to implement greenhouse gas
regulations under the Clean Air Act beyond the weak targets of congressional legislation.

“Other governments at the Climate Summit should now expect President Obama to
commit in Copenhagen to announce much deeper cuts by 2020 in greenhouse gas
emissions when he comes here next week.”
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High Res images of the banner are available at;
https://comms.greenpeaceusa.org/20091207SaveTheClimate

Low Res available at;
http://www.flickr.com/photos/greenpeaceusa09/sets/72157622955826740/
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