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OBAMA DECISION TO ATTEND COPENHAGEN CLIMATE NEGOTIATIONS ON DECEMBER 
18TH BRIGHTENS 
PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS, SCIENCE GROUP SAYS 
  
STATEMENT BY ALDEN MEYER, UNION OF CONCERNED SCIENTISTS 
  
COPENHAGEN (December 4, 2009) – The White House today announced that President Obama 
will attend the international climate negotiations in Copenhagen on December 18, 
when national leaders from around the world will be in attendance. Previously the 
president was planning to go to the meeting earlier, before many of the leaders 
planned to arrive. The fact that the president has decided to go later has buoyed 
the hopes of many who want to see the world community agree to take concrete steps 
to address global warming.  
  
Below is a statement by Alden Meyer, director of strategy and policy at the Union of 
Concerned Scientists, who is in Copenhagen for the meeting: 
  
“The president’s decision to come at the end of the Copenhagen negotiations on 
December 18 means he will be here in person with other world leaders to seal the 
deal, not just to present the U.S.position. 
  
“The White House announcement that the United States will ‘pay its fair share’ of a 
$10- billion-per-year prompt-start financing package for developing country to deal 
with the impacts of climate change, reduce deforestation, and deploy clean energy 
technologies is also welcome news.   
  
“There is still a long way to go to secure a fair and ambitious climate deal here in 
Copenhagen, but today’s decision clearly increases the prospects for a successful 
outcome.” 
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