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NOVEMBER 2, 2009, 3:43 P.M. ET 
Obama Talks Energy, Economic Policy In Meeting With Swedish PM

WASHINGTON (Dow Jones)--In a meeting with Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt on Monday, President Obama emphasized the importance of cooperation on climate change while touting the need for the U.S. and the European Union to coordinate on economic policies that can help create jobs.
Speaking just weeks before a crucial summit in Copenhagen, Obama added that he expects real progress on the issue of climate change.
"Sweden has been a real leader in this," he told reporters after his meeting with Reinfeldt. "We are confident that if all countries involved recognize this unique opportunity, we can get an important deal done--not that solves every problem on this issue, but takes an important step forward and lays the groundwork for further progress."
Meanwhile, Obama said the European Union is "an important trading partner" for the U.S. While noting the world economy is starting to stabilize, Obama said that "it is absolutely critical" to coordinate on ways to ensure the United States and European Union are moving in a direction toward robust growth and creating more jobs. It's also critical that "we continue to shy away from any protectionist measures," he said.
Obama said the meeting touched on a range of issues including Afghanistan, but "at the top of the list" was the issue of climate change.
"Both Sweden, the United States and...the E.U. as a whole and the world as a whole are interested in an outcome that can start moving us down the path of a sustainable economy that is not accelerating the potential catastrophe of climate change," the president said.
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