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HISTORIC HOUSE CLIMATE BILL PASSES, PROVIDES 
RESOURCES FOR HARDEST HIT 

 

Washington, DC – International humanitarian and development organization Oxfam America 
praised Members of the House of Representatives for passing the American Clean Energy and 
Security Act today. Raymond C. Offenheiser, President of Oxfam America made the following 
statement:  
 
“We applaud the Members of the House of Representatives who did the right thing and voted for 
this historic bill that takes a major step toward addressing global warming emissions and 
adaptation to climate change.  
 
“While there are troubling shortcomings in the bill, it begins the critical process of putting us on a 
clean energy pathway here and around the world, and finally addresses the immediate needs of 
vulnerable communities everywhere who are being hit first and worst by the negative impacts of 
climate change. The bill is also a critical first step toward reasserting US leadership and building 
credibility to negotiate a global climate change agreement in Copenhagen.  
 
“Thanks to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Chairmen Waxman, Markey, Rangel and many 
others, this bill begins to give the US some credibility at the international negotiating table.  
 
“As Representative McGovern stated in his floor statement, „Devoting portions of revenues from 
a cap and trade system to investments in international adaptation to those countries most 
vulnerable is a clear signal to the world that the US is ready to lead in combating global climate 
change.‟ 
 
“The world will now watch as the debate shifts to the Senate. Oxfam America looks forward to 
working with Senators to strengthen this bill further.  
 
“Doing so would help create the kinds of business and job opportunities critically needed to build 
a greener and more sustainable US economy. Doing so would strengthen our national security, 
save lives and build more secure livelihoods for vulnerable communities facing droughts, food 
shortages, flooding, health risks and other disastrous consequences from global warming.”  
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