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September 20, 2011

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of our millions of members, our organizations are deeply concerned to learn that
your Environmental Protection Agency will not meet its commitment to propose long-
overdue Clean Air Act standards limiting dangerous carbon pollution from new and
existing power plants by September 30th. This marks the second delay in fulfilling your
administration’s promise, made in settlement of litigation and in representations to the
Supreme Court, to address power plants’ enormous contribution to the air pollution that
drives climate change.

Power plants are the nation’s largest source of dangerous carbon pollution. Today, 40
years after passage of the Clean Air Act, they are still free to dump unlimited amounts of
that pollution into the air. Americans are already suffering from the impacts of climate
change. More extreme weather - like the recent floods and storms in the Northeast and
extreme drought and wildfires in Texas - is expected from a continually warming world.
Many lives have been lost, dozens of communities flooded or burned, thousands of people
have lost homes or other property, and damages have totaled in the tens of billions of
dollars.

Limiting the carbon pollution from power plants will protect our children’s health, our
coastlines, rivers, forests, wildlife, and our economy. Moving forward to modernize our
aging energy infrastructure will protect our health and well-being, save families and small
businesses money through more efficient generation and use of electricity, and contribute
to our economic recovery and create thousands of new jobs.



Clean Air Act standards for power plant carbon pollution are years overdue. Earlier this
year, your administration assured the Supreme Court that EPA was committed to issue
them on a specific schedule. On the strength of those assurances, in June the Court
unanimously reaffirmed that it is EPA’s job to protect Americans from climate-changing
pollution. EPA, however, has acknowledged that the promised schedule will not be met.

Accordingly, we ask that you reaffirm the administration’s commitment to issue strong
standards that significantly reduce carbon emissions from both new and existing power
plants as the Clean Air Act requires. We ask that the administration announce and stick to
a remedial schedule requiring proposal of these standards without further delay and
completion of them as soon as possible in 2012.

Your administration’s leadership in carrying out the law, without delay, is essential to

securing a stronger, safer and more prosperous America.
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