February 15, 2011

Dear President Obama,

We write today to request your leadership and offer our assistance in defeating the House Republican
leadership’s assault on our families’ health and our environment. To be clear, the GOP leadership’s
continuing resolution proposal (H.R. 1) amounts to the biggest and most dangerous assault on the air we
breathe and the water we drink in recent memory.

Specifically, the proposed continuing resolution would:

e Threaten the health of our children, elderly citizens and other vulnerable populations by
blocking EPA from enforcing the Clean Air Act and cleaning up coal-fired power plants and other
large sources of carbon dioxide pollution. As your Administration pointed out last week, clean
air regulations were estimated to save over 160,000 lives in 2010 alone. This success should be
built upon—not torn down.

e Threaten drinking water supplies for over 117 million people and endanger thousands of
streams and wetlands across the country by blocking EPA’s ability to restore Clean Water Act
protections for these waterways.

o Implement the largest percentage cut in EPA’s overall budget in 30 years, severely threatening
the Agency’s ability to ensure that all Americans have clean air to breathe and clean water to
drink.

e Waste energy and homeowners’ money by slashing funding for home weatherization assistance.
As your administration has touted, weatherizing Americans’ homes is one of the cheapest and
easiest ways to save money, cut energy use and reduce dangerous pollution.

e Carry out an unprecedented assault on wildlife by eliminating Endangered Species Act
protections for wolves in Idaho, Montana, and parts of Washington, Oregon and Utah; and by
blocking the implementation of scientifically-sound measures intended to prevent the complete
collapse of San Francisco Bay-Delta ecosystem on which both fish and fishermen depend.

e Threaten commonsense protections for our wildest places and slash funding for parks. Cuts to
the Department of the Interior would limit resources for environmental education programs for
youth, park maintenance and public safety in an array of beloved national parks and wildlife
refuges across the country.

e Thwart international efforts to tackle the causes and effects of climate change by slashing
international funding pledged by the United States to tackle this problem. This will exacerbate
global instability, threaten common sense investments that improve global human security and
thwart the creation of critical markets worldwide for clean technology.

In the coming days and weeks, your leadership will be essential in ensuring that this unprecedented
assault on our health and our environment is defeated. If the continuing resolution reaches your desk in
the form proposed by the House leadership, we would urge you to veto it. We stand ready to assist you
in this critical effort in whatever ways are necessary.

Sincerely,
Liz Butler Cindy Shogan
Campaign Director Executive Director

1Sky Alaska Wilderness League



Willa Mays
Executive Director
Appalachian Voices

Kieran Suckling
Executive Director
Center for Biological Diversity

Carroll Muffett
President and CEO

Center for International Environmental Law

Jan Jarrett
President and CEO

Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future (PennFuture)

Armond Cohen
Executive Director
Clean Air Task Force

Bob Wendelgass
President
Clean Water Action

John Kassel
President
Conservation Law Foundation

Roger Schlickeisen
President and CEO
Defenders of Wildlife

Trip Van Noppen
President
Earthjustice

Leda Huta
Executive Director
Endangered Species Coalition

Margie Alt
Executive Director
Environment America

Daniel L. Sosland
Executive Director
ENE (Environment Northeast)

Carol Werner
Executive Director

Environmental and Energy Study Institute

Howard Lerner
Executive Director
Environmental Law & Policy Center

Fred Krupp
President
Environmental Defense Fund

Erich Pica
President
Friends of the Earth

Phil Radford
Executive Director
Greenpeace USA

Gene Karpinski
President
League of Conservation Voters

David Yarnold
President
National Audubon Society

Frances Beinecke
President
Natural Resources Defense Council

Peter Wilk, MD
Executive Director
Physicians for Social Responsibility

Robert Weissman
President
Public Citizen

Rob Sisson
President

Republicans for Environmental Protection

Dan Becker
Director
Safe Climate Campaign



Pat Ford
Executive Director
Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition

Michael Brune
Executive Director
Sierra Club

Dr. Stephen A. Smith
Executive Director
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy

Rick Middleton
Executive Director
Southern Environmental Law Center

Will Rogers
President
The Trust for Public Land

Kevin Knobloch
President
Union of Concerned Scientists

Peter Bahouth
Executive Director
U.S. Climate Action Network

William H. Meadows
President
The Wilderness Society



