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July 7, 2011

RE: Letter of Opposition to the Recycling Coal Combustion Residuals Accessibility Act of 2011 (H.R.
2273)

Dear Representative:

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters nationwide, we are writing to express our opposition to the
Recycling Coal Combustion Residuals Accessibility Act of 2011 introduced by Congressman David McKinley
(WV-R). Passage of this bill would endanger the health and safety of thousands of communities, fail to stimulate
coal ash recycling, and disrupt the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) public rulemaking process
that has been underway for over two years and has engaged nearly half a million citizens.

A strong federal rule will not hurt jobs or the economy. Following guidance from the Office of Management
and Budget used by administrations of both political parties since 1995, EPA conducted an economic analysis
and found that a rule requiring safe coal ash disposal will have no measurable adverse impact on jobs, energy



prices or the economy. The strict disposal standards EPA has proposed will increase recycling by eliminating
cheap and dangerous dumping as an option.

Restricting EPA’s ability to set safe standards for disposal sites has nothing to do with promoting coal ash
recycling; H.R. 2273 has everything to do with shielding coal companies and utilities from their responsibility to
clean up sites they have contaminated. This assault on public health is particularly unconscionable, because it is
sneaking in under the pretext that letting arsenic accumulate in the groundwater under these sites will somehow
create more markets for recycling coal ash. In the name of “recycling,” H.R. 2273 would:

1) Allow indefinite operation of dangerous ash ponds like the one that dumped more than a billion gallons of
coal ash sludge in Tennessee in December of 2008;

2) Deny citizens who live near coal ash dump sites any federal right to notice, comment, and a public hearing
when new sites are proposed for construction or old ones are expanded,

3) Provide no deadline or meaningful cleanup standard for the more than 100 disposal sites that have already
loaded groundwater with arsenic, chromium, lead, and other pollutants above “maximum contaminant levels” in
drinking water. Many of these sites are “open dumps” that should have been closed under federal law many
years ago;

4) Deny EPA the right to enforce disposal standards, even at contaminated sites, without first instituting a
clumsy, time -consuming proceeding to withdraw an entire state’s program.

Don’t be fooled; allowing arsenic and other toxic pollutants to accumulate in groundwater underneath coal ash
dumps does not promote recycling.

Coal ash is toxic and harms public health. In tests of coal ash conducted by EPA, coal ash leached toxic
chemicals, such as arsenic, chromium and selenium, at levels far exceeding federal thresholds established for
hazardous waste. The health and environmental risks from coal ash dumping include cancer, neurological
disorders, birth defects, reproductive failure, asthma and other sicknesses.

H.R. 2273 will ensure that the health of Americans remains at risk. Despite the demonstrated health impacts,
little is being done to ensure that the billions of tons of coal ash stored in unlined or poorly lined ponds, landfills
and mines do not harm American citizens. The majority of coal ash disposal sites today lack adequate
safeguards leaving nearby communities at risk from potential large-scale disasters, like the coal ash spill in
Tennessee, and from gradual yet equally dangerous contamination of drinking water as toxins, like arsenic, lead
and mercury, seep from ash into water supplies.

H.R. 2273 silences the voices of nearly half a million Americans. The American public clearly wants
protection from this dangerous waste. EPA received more than 450,000 comments during eight public hearings
and an extended comment period on its proposed coal ash rule last year. This monumental level of public
participation is clear evidence that this issue is of great importance to Americans nationwide, especially the
hundreds of thousands already harmed or threatened by unsafe disposal of the metal-laden, toxic waste.

In sum, the bill before the committee ignores neutral economic assessments and the best available science,
compromises public health, and undermines the public rulemaking process that engaged nearly half a million
Americans. The voices of these citizens, as well as the findings from scientific and economic studies done by
the government, must guide this rulemaking.

Sincerely,



NATIONAL

Frank O’Donnell
President

Clean Air Watch
Washington, DC

Lynn Thorp

National Campaigns Coordinator
Clean Water Action
Washington, DC

Mary Beth Beetham

Director of Legislative Affairs
Defenders of Wildlife
Washington, DC

Marty Hayden

Vice President, Policy and Legislation
Earthjustice

Washington, DC

Eric Schaeffer

Executive Director
Environmental Integrity Project
Washington, DC

Anna Aurilio

Director, Washington, DC Office
Environment America
Washington, DC

Erich Pica
President

Friends of the Earth
Washington, DC

Kyle Ash

Senior Legislative Representative
Greenpeace USA

Washington, DC

Sara Chieffo

Legislative Director

League of Conservation Voters
Washington, DC

Scott Slesinger

Legislative Director

Natural Resources Defense Council
Washington, DC

Rick Melberth

Director of Regulatory Policy
OMB Watch

Washington, DC

Peter Wilk, M.D.

Executive Director

Physicians for Social Responsibility
Washington, DC

Debbie Sease

National Campaign Director
Sierra Club

Washington, DC

Nat Mund

Legislative Director

Southern Environmental Law Center
Washington, DC

ALABAMA

Michael J. Churchman
Executive Director

Alabama Environmental Council
Birmingham, AL

Cindy Lowry

Executive Director
Alabama Rivers Alliance
Birmingham, AL

Charles Scribner
Executive Director

Black Warrior Riverkeeper
Birmingham, AL

Barbara Evans

Blackbelt Citizens Fighting for Health and Justice

Perry County, AL
Deborah Harris

Citizens United for Action
Lowndes County, AL
ALASKA

Russ Maddox
Board of Directors

Resurrection Bay Conservation Alliance

Seward, AK



ARIZONA

Barbara H, Warren, MD, MPH Member,
National Board

Physicians for Social Responsibility
Tucson, AZ

CALIFORNIA

Rose Braz
Center for Biological Diversity
San Francisco, CA

The Rev. Canon Sally G. Bingham
President

Interfaith Power & Light

San Francisco, CA

Tiffany Schauer

Executive Director

Our Children's Earth Foundation
San Francisco, CA

Andrew Behar
CEO

As You Sow

San Francisco, CA

Robert Gould, MD

President

San Francisco Bay-Area Chapter Physicians for
Social Responsibility

San Francisco, CA

Harry Wang, MD

President

Sacramento Chapter Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Sacramento, CA

COLORADO

Cathy Bauer-Tintinger

Co-Founder

Colorado Fourteeners Against CCW
Lamar, CO

Veronica Egan

Executive Director

Great Old Broads for Wilderness
Durango, CO

Roberta M Richardson, MD

President

Colorado Chapter Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Lakewood, CO

Dan Randolph

Executive Director

San Juan Citizens Alliance
Durango, CO

Anna Frazier
Executive Director
Dine’ CARE
Durango, CO

DELAWARE

Tracy Carluccio

Deputy Director

Delaware Riverkeeper Network
Bristol, DE

FLORIDA

Lynn Ringenberg, M.D.,

FAAP President,

Tampa Bay Chapter Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Tampa, FL

GEORGIA

Robert D. Bullard, Ph.D.

Director

Environmental Justice Resource Center (EJRC)
Clark Atlanta University

Atlanta, GA

Katherine Helms Cummings

Executive Director

Fall-line Alliance for Clean Environment
Sandersville, GA

Daniel Parshley
Project Manager
Glynn Environmental Coalition
Brunswick, GA



Kurt Ebersbach
Senior Attorney
Greenlaw
Atlanta, GA

Dianna Wedincamp
Oeechee Riverkeeper
Statesboro, GA

ILLINOIS

Lyman C. Welch

Water Quality Program Manager
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Chicago, IL

Ellen Rendulich

Director Citizens Against Ruining the Environment
(CARE)

Lockport, IL

Traci Barkley

Water Resources Scientist
Prairie Rivers Network
Champaign, IL

INDIANA

Carol R. Oglesby Environmental Ministry
Committee,

First Presbyterian Church

Evansville, IN

Jesse Kharbanda

Executive Director

Hoosier Environmental Council
Indianapolis, IN

Kim Ferraro

Executive Director

Legal Environmental Aid Foundation (LEAF) of
Indiana Inc.

Valparaiso, IN

Don Motley
Spokesperson
Save Our Rivers
Boonville, IN

Paul Kysel
President
P.I.N.E.S.

Town of Pines, IN

John Blair
President
Valley Watch
Evansville, IN

IOWA

Marian Riggs Gelb
Executive Director

lowa Environmental Council
Des Moines, IA

KANSAS

Scott Allegrucci

Executive Director

Great Plains Alliance for Clean Energy (GPACE)
Topeka, KS

KENTUCKY

Elizabeth Crowe

Executive Director

Kentucky Environmental Foundation
Beria, KY

Tom FitzGerald

Director

Kentucky Resources Council, Inc.
Frankfort, KY

MAINE

Conrad Schneider
Advocacy Director
Clean Air Task Force
Brunswick, ME

MARYLAND

Mike Tidwell

Executive Director

Chesapeake Climate Action Network
Takoma Park, MD



MASSACHUSETTS

Gail Pressberg

Senior Fellow

Civil Society Institute
Newton, MA

Martha Dansdill
Executive Director
HealthLink, Inc.
Swampscott, MA

Jan Schlichtmann

President

Wenham Lake Watershed Association
Beverly, MA

Judith Robinson

Associate Director
Environmental Health Fund
Jamaica Plain, MA

MICHIGAN

Brad van Guilder Community Organizer
Ecology Center
Ann Arbor, Ml

Terry Miller
Chairman

Lone Tree Council
Bay City, Ml

Peter Sinclair
President
MidlandCares
Midland, Ml

MISSOURI

Kathleen Logan Smith

Executive Director

Missouri Coalition for the Environment
St. Louis, MO

Paticia Schuba

President

Labadie Environmental Organization
Labadie, MO

Ann Suellentrop M.S.R.N.

Greater Kansas City Chapter Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Kansas City, MO

MONTANA

Teresa Erickson

Staff Director

Northern Plains Resource Council
Billings, MT

Ellen Pfister

Chair, Coal and Climate Change Campaign Team
Western Organization of Resource Councils
Billings, MT

Erin Switalski

Executive Director

Women’s Voices for the Earth
Missoula, MT

Teresa Erickson

Staff Director

Northern Plains Resource Council
Billings, MT

NEW MEXICO

Douglas Meiklejohn

Executive Director

New Mexico Environmental Law Center
Santa Fe, NM

NEW YORK

Diane Hofner

Co-Founder

Concerned Residents of Portland, NY+ People Like
Us (CROP PLUS)

Mayville, NY

Barbara Warren

Executive Director

Citizens’ Environmental Coalition
Albany, NY



NORTH CAROLINA

Gary Grant

Director

North Carolina Environmental Justice Network
Tillery, NC

Julie V. Mayfield

Executive Director

Western North Carolina Alliance
Asheville, NC

Hartwell Carson
Riverkeeper

French Broad Riverkeeper
Asheville, NC

Jennifer Rennicks

Federal Policy Director

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy
Washington, DC

Willa Mays
Executive Director
Appalachian Voices
Boone, NC

NORTH DAKOTA

Mark Trechock

Staff Director

Dakota Resource Council
Dickinson, ND

OHIO

Keith Dimoff

Executive Director

Ohio Environmental Council
Columbus, OH

Richard Cogen
Executive Director
Ohio River Foundation
Cincinnati, OH

Elisa Young

Founder

Meigs Citizens Action Now!
Racine, OH

OKLAHOMA

Susan K. Holmes
B.E. Cause Group
Bokoshe, OK

OREGON

Mark Riskedahl

Executive Director

Northwest Environmental Defense Center
Portland, OR

Dan Galpern
Western Environmental Law Center
Eugene, OR

Kelly Campbell

Executive Director

Oregon Chapter Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Portland, OR

PENNSYLVANIA

Deborah Harter
Interim Executive Director
Center for Coalfield Justice
Washington, PA

Thomas J. Yurick, Sr.

Citizen Advocates United to Safeguard the
Environment (CAUSE)

West Hazleton, PA

Heather Sage

Vice President

Citizens for Pennsylvania's Future (PennFuture)
Harrisburg, PA

Aimee Erickson
Executive Director
Citizens Coal Council
Bridgeville, PA

Krissy Kasserman
Youghiogheny Riverkeeper
Melcroft, PA



Rachel Filippini

Executive Director

Group Against Smog and Pollution
Pittsburgh, PA

Roni Kampmeyer
Citizens Against Coal Ash
Beaver County, PA

SOUTH CAROLINA

Nancy Cave

North Coast Office Director

South Carolina Coastal Conservation League
Georgetown, SC

William L. Hiott, Jr.

Chair

Citizens for Colleton County
Charleston, SC

Nancy Cave
Horry Environmental Action Team (HEAT)
Conway, SC

TENNESSEE

Renee Victoria Hoyos

Executive Director

Tennessee Clean Water Network
Knoxville, TN

TEXAS

Matt Tejada
Executive Director
Air Alliance Houston
Houston, TX

Ann Mesrobian

Conservation Chair

Bastrop County Environmental Network
Bastrop, TX

Karen Hadden

Executive Director

Sustainable Energy and Economic Development
(SEED) Coalition

Austin, TX

Juan Parras

Executive Director

Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services
Houston, TX

Whitney Root

President

Texans Against Tenaska
Trent, TX

Sarah Strom-Kieschnick
Director

For the Love of Nature
Abilene, TX

Dale Burnett

President
Multi-County Coalition
Sweetwater, TX

UTAH

Brian Moench, MD

President

Utah Physicians for a Healthy
Salt Lake City, UT

Cherise Udell

Founder

Utah Moms for Clean Air
Salt Lake City, UT

VIRGINIA

Darlene Cunningham

Giles County Concerned Citizens
Giles County, VA

WASHINGTON

LeeAnne Beres

Executive Director

Earth Ministry/Washington Interfaith Power &
Light

Seattle, WA

Gregg Small
Executive Director
Climate Solutions
Seattle, WA



WEST VIRGINA

Debra Jarrell

Co-Director

Coal River Mountain Watch
Whitesville, WV

Vivian Stockman

Project Coordinator

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
Huntington, WV

Levi Rose

Watershed Coordinator
Plateau Action Network
Fayetteville, WV

Cindy Rank
WYV Highlands Conservancy
Rock Cave, WV

WISCONSIN

Katie Nekola
General Counsel
Clean Wisconsin
Madison, WI

Cheryl Nenn
Riverkeeper

Milwaukee Riverkeeper
Milwaukee, WI



