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February 25, 2010

Dear Senator:

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters nationwide, we urge you to oppose Senator Murkowski’s S.J Res. 26 and any other proposal that seeks to block or further delay EPA action under the Clean Air Act. It is time to focus on passing integrated climate and energy legislation that will create jobs, cut pollution, and secure our nation, and we urge you to turn to this vital task in order to deliver solutions to the challenges facing the nation.  

At a hearing before the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on February 23, EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson made clear the agency has determined, using the authority provided by Congress under the Clean Air Act, that global warming pollutants endanger public health and welfare. Also following that law, the EPA must now take steps to rein in harmful emissions.

In its landmark Massachusetts v. EPA decision of 2007, the Supreme Court ruled that greenhouse gases are covered by the Clean Air Act, and that EPA is required to regulate them if found to endanger public health and welfare. In issuing its subsequent 'endangerment finding' of 2009, the EPA relied on decades of evidence, research by hundreds of the world’s leading scientists, and numerous other sources including many agencies of the U.S. government. Overwhelming scientific evidence shows clearly: Climate change due to manmade pollution is real and dangerous. 

The Clean Air Act is one of our nation's strongest and most effective pieces of legislation, and for 40 years we have seen that protecting the air we breathe does not come at a cost to the national economy — both can improve hand-in-hand. An excellent example of this is the forthcoming mobile source rule, due by the end of March, which would not only reduce harmful greenhouse gas emissions from cars and trucks, but will also allow drivers to go farther on a gallon of gas and save money at the pump.  Automakers favor the rule as good for their business as well. In fact, studies show that the benefits of the Clean Air Act outweigh the costs by as much as a 42-1 margin.

The EPA's ability to use the Clean Air Act as a tool to fight climate change is critical and necessary for protecting the health of the American public and the growing of  a 21st century clean energy economy. Efforts seeking to thwart EPA action undermine the Clean Air Act, put public health at risk, and unnecessarily delay holding the biggest polluters accountable.  


In contrast, moving forward with common-sense and cost-effective controls on global warming pollutants will reduce America’s oil dependence and jump-start a vibrant clean energy economy.

A comprehensive climate and energy policy that builds upon the successes of the Clean Air Act will create jobs, make our nation safer and more secure, and reduce harmful pollution at the same time.  Additional delay in EPA actions holds these advances back.  Please vote against any effort to obstruct or delay EPA action on climate change.
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