May 20, 2010

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator, 
On behalf of our millions of members and supporters nationwide, we strongly urge you to oppose Senator Lisa Murkowski’s Congressional Review Act resolution to block all Clean Air Act limits on global warming pollution. If passed, the resolution would increase our dependence on oil and undermine our ability to move to a clean energy economy that cuts pollution and creates millions of American jobs.

We've learned in the past few weeks how Big Oil got around environmental and safety requirements for off-shore drilling, resulting in the largest environmental disaster in recent history. As oil continues to gush into the Gulf, it would be remarkably irresponsible for Congress to exempt polluters like Big Oil and coal from even more environmental laws, as Sen. Murkowski’s resolution would do with the Clean Air Act. 

The Clean Air Act has a proven 40-year record of cutting dangerous pollution, protecting human health and the environment and spurring innovation. In 2007, the Supreme Court ruled that global warming pollutants are covered by the Clean Air Act. In his first year in office, the Obama Administration issued a scientific finding that global warming pollution threatens human health and welfare, and issued landmark clean vehicle standards with the support of auto companies, auto workers, states, and environmentalists. These standards will save consumers money at the pump, cut dangerous global warming pollution, reduce America’s oil dependence, and create new jobs making more efficient and competitive vehicles.  The Clean Air Act will also ensure that the largest polluters, such as power plants and oil refineries, use modern technology to reduce their global warming pollution and use cleaner energy.

Instead of embracing this progress, Senator Murkowski’s resolution would strike at the heart of the Clean Air Act. The Murkowski resolution puts public health at risk and jeopardizes long-overdue action to reduce America’s oil dependence. If passed, Sen. Murkowski’s resolution would bring EPA’s clean vehicles program to a halt – reducing the oil savings benefits by 450 million barrels of oil, according to EPA, and blocking additional steps to cut our oil dependence just when the Gulf oil disaster highlights the public demand to end America’s oil dependence. The Murkowski resolution would also prevent EPA from achieving emissions reductions from power plants and oil refineries, letting the nation’s largest sources of global warming pollution off the hook.  
As a nation, we should be doing everything we can to cut carbon pollution, make ourselves more energy secure, and enhance our ability to compete in the clean energy economy that the world is rapidly approaching.  But a vote for Senator Murkowski’s resolution would be a vote for “none of the above.”  We urge you to vote down this harmful resolution. Congress should instead move quickly to enact the comprehensive energy and climate legislation the country needs to build a clean energy economy, create jobs, and protect the environment.
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