











September 18, 2009

THE CLEAN AIR ACT WORKS
The Clean Air Act has a proven record of progress dating back to 1970.  In 1990, the Act was revised with overwhelming bipartisan support and signed into law by President Bush.  
Better air quality, better health protection
Since 1990, emissions of six common pollutants are down 41%, while gross domestic product has grown 64%.  Emissions of volatile organic compounds have dropped 31%, carbon monoxide dropped 46% and sulfur dioxide dropped 50%.  

· The air in our nation’s cities is substantially cleaner than in 1990.  Data from 2005-2007 show ozone air quality improved in 99 of the 104 areas designated to be in nonattainment for the ozone NAAQS.  
· Nearly the entire country is meeting air quality targets set years ago for carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide. 
· Lead levels in ambient air are 91% lower than in 1980, greatly reducing the number of children with IQs below 70 as a result of dirty air.   
Cleaner cars, trucks and transportation

Today's new cars, light trucks, and heavy-duty diesel engines are up to 95 percent cleaner than past models, and new non-road engines such as those used in construction and agriculture have 90 percent less particulate matter and nitrogen oxide emissions.  These significant reductions have been achieved through recent CAA rules for cleaner fuels and cleaner engines.  Cumulatively, these standards will prevent more than 26,000 premature deaths, 19,000 hospitalizations, and 3.2 million work days lost.  The benefits of these emissions reductions have far exceeded the costs, although at the time of the 1990 amendments some had claimed that reductions of this magnitude would be infeasible.  For example, when fully implemented in 2030, EPA's vehicle and fuel rules will produce $186 billion in air quality and health benefits, with only $11 billion in costs, a nearly 16-to-1 benefit/cost ratio.  Certain rules have been found to be even more cost-effective, including EPA's Nonroad Diesel Tier 4 rule, which boasts a 40-to-1 benefit ratio.

Combating acid rain

Acid deposition has decreased by more than 30 percent in much of the Midwest and Northeast since 1990 under a cap-and-trade program for power plants.   This has dramatically reduced fine particle levels with benefits including about 19,000 incidences of premature mortality avoided (lives saved) annually in the US, and 1,000 in Canada .  Reducing acid rain has significantly reduced damage to water quality in lakes and streams, and healthier ecosystems and forests.   The benefits of the acid rain program outweigh the costs by 40-to-1.
Reducing skin cancers by protecting the ozone layer 

The phaseout of the most harmful ozone-depleting chemicals, including CFC and halons will reduce U.S. incidences of non-melanoma skin cancer by 295 million during the period 1989 through 2075, as well as protect people from immune system suppression and eye damage leading to cataracts.
Reducing industrial toxic air pollution

Rules issued since 1990 are expected to reduce toxic emissions from industry by 1.5 million tons a year -- many times the reductions achieved in the previous 20 years.  These air toxics rules for chemical plants, oil refineries, aerospace manufacturing and other industries also are achieving large reductions in smog-forming VOCs and particulates. Monitoring networks are extensive enough to determine that outdoor air concentrations of benzene, a carcinogen, decreased 55 percent between 1994 and 2007.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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