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To: EPA Docket Center 

RE: Public Comment- Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0517
Date: November 18, 2009

Prepared by: Katherine Smolski and Matt Praske, US Climate Action Network

My name is Katherine Smolski and I am the Domestic Policy Director at the U.S. Climate Action Network (USCAN).  I am here to express the support of USCAN and its member groups for the EPA’s proposed Prevention of Significant Deterioration and Title V Greenhouse Gas Tailoring Rule or ‘the Tailoring Rule’.

USCAN is the largest US network of organizations focused on climate change, with over 80 member groups.  USCAN works to connect organizations working toward similar goals across the country at all levels of the debate: local, state, federal and international.  The goal of this coalition is to support the design and development of an effective, equitable, and sustainable global strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  We strongly believe the EPA’s proposal on greenhouse gas polluters supports this mission and therefore urge you to finalize this rule to help move us toward a clean energy future.  

First, the rule proposes a regulatory method that has been proven as an effective means of achieving pollution reduction.  EPA analysis has found the Clean Air Act has achieved cost-effective reductions in sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and particulate matters, with an economic benefit demonstrated to be 42 times greater than the costs of compliance.  Therefore, applying best-available control technology standards under the Clean Air Act to greenhouse gas emissions continues the legacy of a demonstrably successful program to now meet the grave threats of global climate change and energy independence.

Second, the rule establishes an equitable framework, by setting a regulatory threshold that holds the largest polluters accountable while protecting the nation’s schools, farms, and small businesses.  This arrangement would most fairly assign responsibility to the small handful of big polluters who account for a majority of the nation’s global warming pollution.  This allows the EPA to achieve the greatest impact with the fewest agency resources in the short timeframe needed to protect the public from the risks to health and welfare posed by climate change.

Next, the finalization of this rule facilitates a sustainable energy strategy for the country’s future.  By applying New Source Review standards for greenhouse emissions, the EPA sends a strong signal of support for the clean energy industry.  No longer will fossil-fuel facilities reap the unfair advantage of being financially unaccountable for the costs of their pollution.  Such signals are necessary to drive investment in low-carbon technologies that will spur sustainable growth and create valuable jobs.

Finally, climate change is a global problem and requires a global solution- as nations gather at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change this December it is impetrative that the U.S. re-establish itself as a world leader in solving the complex challenges posed by climate change.  The U.S. must do our fair share to reduce domestic emissions as quickly as possible and that requires we use all means at our disposal from both the executive and legislative branches of government plus state and local action.  In addition to answering the call of the science- strong US emission reduction commitments will enable a wide range of developing economies to take more ambitious domestic actions and create new markets to grow the global green economy from which we will all benefit.

For these reasons, I am here on behalf of the US Climate Action Network to applaud the EPA for their intent to regulate major greenhouse gas polluters, and urge the EPA to take the final steps to implement a strong rule to aid in our transition to a clean energy economy.

